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971  (Copy} Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsoriby
xst June. 1883.
I have received your letter respecting the Convention with the
Transvaal and will not fail to make it known to my colleagues.
I well remember the sentiments of the Queen on the Transvaal
Convention ; but I think they had not reference to the Conven-
tion exclusively, but to the policy and proceedings out of which
it grew,
I think also that in our view the Convention was not a measure
embodying a sound and perfect system of relations but an ex-
pedient, the best which the difficult circumstances permitted, and
which was necessarily to be tried by its working and results.
Therefore I am persuaded Her Majesty need not apprehend
from us any advice such as would be prompted by variety of
authorship, or any motive other than the desire to make the best
of what we think a bad case.
972  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. June 19-20. 1883.
. . . In closing this report, Mr. Gladstone presumes to offer
his humble congratulations on the anniversary of Your Majesty's
accession, and heartily prays that Your Majesty may be spared
for a long series of such anniversaries.
973  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 430, and Life of Gladstone,
III,  112.)
Private.                                                               2,2,nd June. 1883.
Re Chamberlain's Speech ; I am sorry to say I had not read
the report until I was warned by your letters to Granville and to
Hamilton1; for my sight does not now allow me to read largely
the small type of newspapers. I have now read it, and I must at
once say with deep regret. We had done our best to keep the
Bright celebration2 in harmony with the general tone of opinion
by the mission which Granville kindly undertook.
I am the more sorry about this speech, because Chamberlain
1 Private Secretary to Mr. Gladstone.
a Mr, Blight's jubilee as Member for Birmingham.